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	Critical Analysis – The Second Shepherd’s play
The Second Shepherd’s play is a part of a Wakefield mystery play cycle. The play portrays the sufferings that people go through on earth and how good deeds yield blessings in the end. They also send the message that Christ came to save man from their sins and suffering. Through twists of humor, the play brings out in-depth lessons about religion.  
 
The play begins by revealing the sufferings of three shepherds at work (Scene 1). The first shepherd is Coll, who complains about harsh weather conditions, too much work, and constant poverty. Gyb, another shepherd, comes in complaining about his unhappy marriage. Daw is the third shepherd who complains about the terrible weather and how it affects everyone, regardless of their status in society. Daw also compares the storm to Noah’s flood to bring in the religious context of the play. The message is that there is something natural and powerful that affects all, whether they are poor or rich, and makes them equally. 
 
Daw also complains about feeling hungry, but Coll and Gyb admit and boast about finishing the meals. Aside from being victims, the poor are also unkind and unjust among themselves. Daw complains of mistreatment, and the other shepherds mock him, yet they were also complaining earlier. The three then start to sing “The Holly and the Ivy,” a nativity carol to uplift their spirits. The song transforms the play from a serious tone to comedy, to distract the shepherd from their misery. 
The play continues with Mak, a known trickster, walks in and pretends to be an important person, but the shepherds see through it (Scene 2). The shepherds laugh and mock Mak as he fails at tricking them, and he drops the act and looks for pity instead. Mak expresses his sufferings, his nagging wife, and even wishes death to her, and how he has many children depending on him. The shepherds lie down to rest, and Mak casts a spell on them by reciting a parody of Luke 23:26. Mak pledges diligence to Pontius Pilate, showing that he does not do things according to God’s will but to his own and steals a sheep. 
 
Gill initiates a plan to disguise the sheep as a baby when instead, Mak wanted to eat the sheep immediately. The shepherds immediately suspect Mak for the stolen sheep, and they get angry and vengeful. Gill’s plans work quite well, and the shepherd does not find a trace of sheep in their home. Mak and Gill are portrayed as deceptive and have no shame for his scheming ways. The shepherds do not find their sheep, but they also do not find any food at Mak’s home, and they learn about him languish in poverty. 
 
The shepherds ask for forgiveness and offer friendship, but Mak refuses. Coll mentions how the baby smells like their missing sheep to enhance crude humor in the play. The shepherds leave but return to offer their gifts portraying the charitable acts even during hard times. The shepherds then uncover their stolen sheep wrapped in clothing. The sheep, in the nativity story, represents Christ as a child. The shepherds are outrage while Mak and Gill try to explain why their child looks like a sheep. Coll urges the other shepherd to forgive MaK and Gill despite the hardships they put them through. The shepherds get rewards for their acts of kindness in the end. 
 
The shepherds go back to their home, an Angel appears to them and sings “Gloria in Excelsis Deo,” and asks them to go to Bethlehem to see Christ child (Scene 3). The shepherds, and not Mak and Gill, are chosen to see Christ because of their charitable acts. Coll and Gyb bring a lighthearted sense of humor by imitating the song by the Angel. The hope of seeing Christ melts away their troubles. Mary welcomes them to their manger and the shepherds, just like earlier, offer gifts for Christ child. The shepherds believe that Christ has the power to save man from all kinds of evil. The shepherds offer different gifts to symbolize the characters of Christ. Mary reminds the audience, that Christ is there to save them from their suffering. The shepherds spread the Good news through joyful songs.
In conclusion, the shepherd’s play holds different events brought together to spread the message of the sufferings on earth, acts of kindness, and the savior Christ. Despite the hardships, good deeds are crucial and bring us closer to Christ. Unjust and deceitful ways, on the other hand, are punishable, although God forgives for every sin. The birth of Christ sends hope to the whole universe as mankind is saved from their sins and sufferings. 

